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INTRODUCTION

As a result of the Intensive Epigraphical compaign, launched by the commissioner
of Archaeology, the department has already published the first volume of inscriptions of the
Virudhunagar district in which the inscriptions deciphered from Aruppukkottai, Thirucchuliyal,
Kariyappatti, Virudhunagar, and Sattur taluks are included. In continuation of that first vol-
ume. in this second volume, Inscriptions noticed from certain areas in virudhunagar, Sivakasi
and Rajapalayam taluks are included. These inscriptions throw light on the political, cul-
tural, ecomnomical, religious and art history of this area.

SORAMPATTI

There is a memorial stone in the shiva temple at Sorampatti village located near

the road that leads to Muthulingapuram village, which was installed in memory of a certain
Kudiyan Kuricchan, who hailed from Thisaisudarmanimangalam, in Karunilakkudinadu and

itis datable to 12th century A.D.,

KARISERI

Here in this village, there is an oil press (chekku) in front of the
Lakshminarayanaperumal temple, donated by a certain Veerathacchan, native of Ari
yanvilmadai, on behalf of an one * Srikari *, in 12th century A.D.,

THIRUTTHANGAL

The antiquity of the human settlement at Thirutthangal , located very near to Sivakasi
on the road that leads to Sivakasi from Virudhunagar, dates back to the microlithic period
since we get a number of microlithic tools and Black and Red ware potteries from there
. The location of this town on one of the ancient highways that linked the Chera country
with Madurai the capital of the Pandyas also seems to be a good reason for the speedy
development of this town as one of the popular centre of learning and as a result of this
development, some poets of the sangam classics had hailed from this town. As portrayed
in Silappadhikaram, Parasaran, a learned brahmin, on his way back from the Cheranadu
is said to have stayed at this town, which proves beyond doubt that Thirutthangal was a

popular town during the period of great epics.

Here in this town at the bottom of the hillock there is a rock cut cave temple dedi-
cated to vishnu which can be dated to eighth century A.D., In this rock cut cave the image
of Pallikondaperumal is carved ( vishnu in the reclaining posture)

Number of inscriptions have been copied from Nindranarayanaperumal temple,
which was constructed on the top of the hillock during the Early Pandya period and then
renovated in the 13th century and again rebuilt most probably during the Nayak period .
Among the insriptions copied from this south facing temple, the earliest one is engraved in
Vetteluthu characters and it dates back to the period of Varuguna Pandya |. The antiquity of
this temple is further attested by the hymns of the Alwars, Bhutathalvar and Thirumangal

Alwar.
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Tadanganni chitrurudaiyan Choran Uyyanindraduvan alias Gurukulatharaiyan , an
official of Maravarman Sundhara Pandya |, had shown keen interest in the upkeeping of
this temple, and took up the rebuilding of the garbagraha of this temple. Further he had
made some land endowments to meet out the expenses of the special pujas instituted In
his name and in the name of his master SundaraPandya |. An inscription of Kulasekara
pandya records the contruction of the Thiruvarangadevan Thirumandapam in the prakara
of this temple, and the land endowments made for the puja expenses of the deity Narasimma
installed in this temple. A small mandapa by name * Sukravarakuradu’ was constructed in
this temple around 1885 A.D., by Rengasamy Naicker, who was a Zamindar of Nagalapuram
for Friday pujas. Certain building activities of this temple like the Mukamandapam, wooden
shed of Manavalamuni shrine, Garudamandapam, mukamandapam of the Renganathan
shrine were carried out by the trustboard during the early phase of the 20th century.

Special pujas were conducted in this temple on the day of Vaikasi vishakam . For
this purpose two brothers namely Thiruvarangadevan Kundreduthan and his younger
brother Thiruvarangadevan uyyak kolvan had made some land endowment during the pe-
riod of Sundara Pandya (1221A.D.,) During the Avani festival, special ghee abhishekam
(Neyyadal) was made to the deity. To meet out the expenses of this special annointment
certain Atthiraiyan Kundredutthan Srivallaban had made an endowment of land during the
period of Sundara Pandya ( 1216- 1239 A.D., ) The idol was taken out in procession on
New moon days (Ammavasai). For this purpose certain land endowment was made dur-

ing the period of the chola king Kulotthungachola |

Ladies also have contributed a lot to the welfare of this temple. Sadagopan
Thirunangai wife of Uyyanindraduvan alias Kalingarayan, a native of Andhanur In
Mutthutrukkurram seems to have made some land gift to the God and Goddess . during
the period of kulasekara pandya. Thirumangaiyandal wife of Uyyanindraduvan alias udayan
kalingarayan, a native of Anthanur Sirukambur located within Mutthuttruk kurram, had made
certain land endowment to meet out the expenses of maintaining the tank which yielded
flowers for the worship of God. Two ladies, one by name Atkondi, wife of Thiruvarangadevan
and another by name Thirumakal wife of Suriyanarayanan had made endowment of
sheep. Kotranacchiyar, a wife of Asipattanarayanan, a resident of Thirutthangal had en-
dowed a perpectual lamp.Uyyavandhal wife of Ponnalakiyan, a native of
Srivanavanmadevicchathurvedimangalam, in Venbunadu had donated for a * Sandya
deepam’. The above mentined gifts made during the Later Pandya period, clearly prove
that ladies too had played an important role in the development of this temple .

As per the political geography noticed from the inscriptions, Thirutthangal was a
Devadhana Brahmadheyam in Karunilakkudinadu, in Madhuroadhaya valanadu of Sri Pandi
Nadu. This brahmadheya settlement was administered by the brahmin sabha
‘Mulaparushai’. This locality was well irigated by certain tanks like Davendharavallabhapperen

and Nindranarayanapperer.

On the top of the hillock, on the eastern side to this vishnu temple there is shiva
temple also. This temple popularly known as Karunellinathaswamy temple was built in
stone for Thangal Isar and his consort Gauri by Soran Uyyanindraduv.an alias
Gurukulattharaiyan of Thadankannichitrur. An inscription found in the southern wall of the
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this shiva from becoming a Bhiksatana to beg for his daily bowl of bali, by instituting a
special service and making provisions for food offerings to the deity. From an iscription
engraved In the north wall of the central shrine of this temple we come to know that a
certain Kumararangappa Nayakkar had gifted 1/4 share of the Udaippankulam village to
this temple, for the purpose of meeting out the puja expenses of both shiva and Amman.

A hero stone inscription also has been copied from Thirutthangal which
records the ‘ratthakkani’ donated in praise of a certain Ullibomman Kalangatha
Kandanayakkar’s blood sacrifice. This inscription further records that he was a servant of

Varadhungarama Thanippuli kalangatha kandanayakkar. This record can be dated back to
17-18th century A.D.,

MANGALAM

From the availablity of Black and Red ware potteries and Iron age implements
from the village Mangalam, which is located in between Sivakasi and Kirisnankoyil, we can
safety say that this area was a sangam period settlement area.As per the political division
of the Later Pandyas, this village was a southern hamlet of Kulasekaracchathurvedi
mangalam, located within Karunilakkudi nadu in Madhurodhaya valanadu. The shiva temple,
(the Kailasanathar koyil), is in existence from the 12th century A.D., and during that period
this temple was popularly known as ‘ Ayirathenmisvaramudaiyar’ temple. Veerapathiranallur
was a devadhana of this temple during the period of KulasekaraPandya (1195 A.D.,). An
endowment made as ‘Thirumadaippallipuram’ to this temple by the Sabha of
Kulasekaracchaturvedimangalam is recorded is one of the inscriptions. we come to know
about a vishnu temple by name ‘Veerapanditha Emperuman’ from an inscription dating
back to the period of Maravarman Sundarapandya |.

INJAR

Archaeologically the antiquity of the settlements of Injar, which is located in be-
tween Sivakasi and Srivilliputhur, dates back to the microlithic period, since from a mound
located west of the shiva temple, microlithic tools, Black and Redware potteries, and urmns
are available. The shiva temple of this village was constructed by Soran Uyyanindraduvan
alias Gurukulatharaiyan and was named after his king Maravarman Sundarapandya |( AD
1216-1238). This Gurukulatharaiyan was a native of this village Injar, which was otherwwise
called by the name Thadankkannichitrur as noticed in the Later Pandya inscriptions. The
same Gurukulatharaiyan had keenly taken part in the constrution works of both Shiva and
Vishnu temples at Thirutthangal also. Near the shiva temple on the road side an oil press
is found with an inscription which can be dated back to eleventh century.The inscnption

records that that oil press was installed by certain Vanavichadhiran alias Yennankalakkip
peraiyan.

YEDHIRKKOTTAI

At Ethirkkotal, in the cottan producing belt of Virudhunagar region, located in
between Sivakasi and Venbakottai, we have both siva and vishnu temples datable to the
Early Pandya period. This village was a popular centre of the textile merchants as early as
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Ardhamandapa of this temple states that the above said Gurukulattharaiyan had prevented
tenth century itself and a certain Acchan of that Aruvaivanikacchri had made an endow-
ment of fiftyfive sheep to the temple of Kutthankudi Sunaikkudi Padarar, for burning a per-
petual lamp. An inscription at Venugopalaswamy temple dating back to the period of the
great chola king Rajaraja | (1006A.D.,) records certain land donation made by the
Nagaratthar of Kutthankudi, Another inscription of Rajaraja period also records an endow-
ment most probably by the merchant guild Thisaiyayiratthainnutruvar for the drummers.
The above said inscriptions are good proof for the fact that this village was an important

merchantile centre of this region.

KOTTHANERI

At Kotthaneri. some memorial stone inscriptions are found outside the village .One
slab was installed in memory of a certain Gopalanayakkar whose image is depicted with a
sward in his hand. Another stone inscription records the name of a certain Subbaiya
Nayakkar whose image is noticed in the anjali pose. Other two memorial stones were
erected in memory of certain ladies. Cellatthammal wife of Mariyappan hailea from
Kavundampatty, and chinnamariammal wife of Gopalanayakkar son of Mutthappa Nayakkar
belonging to Kavundampathy village were remembered by these memorial stone.

MANAKACCERY(T)

Thadankanni Manakaccheri popularly known as T. Manakaccheri is located in be-
tween Sivakasi and Srivilliputhur. An inscription datable to 13th A.D., noticed near a well of
this village records that Venbilnattar, Karunilakkudinattar, Irunjonattar, Arinattar,
Venbaikudinattar and Thirumallinattar collectively took steps of protection (Asiriyam) . Below
the text of this inscription certain tools have been carved. Another inscription of the same
period noticed near the Irulappaswamy temple records the pretection given to
Kualsekarapuram by a local cheif known by the name Perumal Atkondapillai Malai

kathakandar.

CHOLAPURAM

Utthamacholachadhurvedimangalam now popularly known as Cholapuram is lo-
cated at a distance of 20 kms from Srivilliputhur on the road from Srivilliputhur to Thirunelveli.
Since we get microlithic tools on the banks of Devi river, it is clear that this place had
human settlements from that early period itself. Further the availability of Black and Redware
potteries and megalithic urnburials in this area, prove beyond doubt the presence of
Sangam period settlements in this area. Here in this village both shiva
( Vikkiramapandisvaramudaiyar temple) and vishnu temples ( Utthamachola vinnagar alwar
alias Venkadajalapathy temple)are notable ones. The outer entrance of the shiva temple
was built by the name of the Pandya rular Sundarapandya and the inner entrance was
built by the name ‘Thambhikku Nallan Thiruvayil’. The door jamb of the second gopura
was built by Udhaiyan udaiyan alias Sundarapandyappallavarayan. The stone mandapa
located in front of the Natarajar mandapam was built by certain Periyan perumal alias
Venavudaiyar of Pirambilur. The stone pillars of this mandapa were donated by a number
of individuals. Sadaiya mandhirikal of Cholakulandhakapuram, Sothisutriyan alias
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Sundarappperumal a native of Nangur, Dhanmapalan, Pallisuryan alias Soman Devan
from Nangur, Selan of Arasur and Uyyaneri katthan alias Udaiyan Umaiyan were certain
donars traceable from the inscriptions. Among the donars of the pillars certain Bhattan by
name Dhanabalan who is said to have hailed from Konangur made this donation as a
votive offering, to thank God for having blessed him with a son whose name is recorded in
the inscription as Udanpirappalagiyan. Certain tax was levied on the sale of garments sold
in Cholapurm ,Mudivalangupandian, Kundratthur, Irandu sollathan, Sethurama kurichi.
Samandhan kandanveerasinganallur, and Pandyadevakuricchi and that tax amount was
donated to the temple . The amount collected by this donation was utilished for the main-

tenance of the temple building sturctures and for the repair works as per the decision
taken by the above said villagers.

An inscription dating back to Kulasekara pandya (1561 AD)of Thenkasi pandya
dynasty records that a certain Urudaiya mudhali alias Veerapandi Sudikkoduttha
Mudhali,who was a madappathiyam of Thiruvalavayudaiyar koyil at Madurai, was appointed
as the temple accountant of Veerapandisvaramudaiyar temple as per the orders of the
prince Alaganperumal Adhiveeraraman. According to another inscription of Kulasekaran
alias Parakirama pandiyan (1573AD) of the same dynasty, a certain Bhattar, Alagar a kaikkola
of the Vasudevanallur temple was appointed as the Madappathiyam in the

Vikkiramapandisvaramudaiyar temple, and for his service he was given 2 ma of land that
can be utilized hereditorily by his family.

An inscriptions of Jatavarman Parakirmadeva ( 1322 A.D.,) records a sale
of land comprising certain Sakkaraneri, which was located on the southern quarter of
Thaniyanai Virapandia chathurvedimangalam, a Brahmadeya in Arinadu, as
Karanmaicchenmum to a certain Suriyadevan Thambikku Nalla perumal alias Pillai
Sundarapandya vanakovaraiyar an Akapparivara Mudhali of the ruler hailed from
Arukkkaikundrathur in Anmanadu and as Vadakkadamai to the Cholapuram Shiva temple
by the mahashabhai of the above said Chathurvedhmangalam. Another inscription records
the grant of a certain land by the king (Konerinmaikondan) to this shiva temple, after pur-
chasing it from Sundarapandya Vanakovaraiyar as Karpuravilai for a sum of 1000 panam.
to meet out the expenses of a festival instituted after the name of the king and the ex-
penses of food and other offerings of the daily worship. In this manner the shiva temple

built in the name of Maravarman Vikkiramapandiyan (1250-78A.D.) was a popular saivite
religious centre in this area.

The Venkadachalapathi temple built in the name of the Kulothunga chola - Il was
popularly known in this area by the name Uthama Chola Vinnagaram during thirteen cen-
tury.

An inscription records that a certain Veeran Kalankariyan alias Venavudaiyar had
built certain portions.of this temple. Amandapa by name Cheranarayanam Thirumandapam
also was built within the temple in the thirteenth century. From the inscription it is also
known that villages like Velliyarai nallur, Thirucchelur, Amanputhur, Kondaiyarneri,
Upanayamangalam were granted to this Utthamachola Vinnagar Alwar temple. Certain
land gift was made to this temple during the period of the Yemmandalamum Kondaruliya
Kulasekara Pandya to the meet out the expenses of the worship of the Mannar and Nachiyar
images of this tempile.
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MUDHUKUDI

A hero stone inscription dating back to thirty fourth regnal year of Maravarman
Kulasekara Pandya - | (1302 A.D.) has been noticed at Mudhukudi village which is located
on the road from Rajapalayam to Cholapuram. The hero Periya Devapallan, a guard of
Karunkulam tank, located northwest of Mudhukudi village, had sacrificed his life while pro-
tecting the villages from the floods that occured due to the embankment of the tank. In
memory of his sacrifice this hero stone has been erected and 1/2 ma of land was donated

to his daughter as Udhirappatti.

PUDHUPALAYAM (RAJAPALAYAM)

Pudhuppalayam which is at present a part of the Rajapalayam Municipality was
popularly known by the name Karunkulam alias Sadhavasaganallur around thirteenth cen-
tury A.D.,. The Shiva temple of this area, Parannankattharuruliya swamy temple is in
exsitence from the thirteenth century. Here in this village a mutt was established in the
name of Oruvarunarndhan Yenakkunalla perumal a resident of Rajavallipuram. To feed the
disciples of this mt, and Isana Dheva, who belonged to the Thiruvarur Krishna Glaki mutt,
the Pandya ruler Maravarman Sundara Pandya |l had donated twelve ma of land as
madappuram. Some other inscriptions of this temple are also endowment records of land
gifts to this mutt. From this it is clear that this mutt was very popular in this area during the
later pandya period. From an inscription noticed in the lintel of the entrance we come to
know that the doorframe and the steps of this temple were built by a certain Valvalla

Panyadevan.

DEVADHANAM

Devadhanam located on the highway from Madurai to Senkottai is a well known
microlithic centre. The availability of a number of urn burials in this area is a good evidence
for the sangam period settlements. The Shiva temple of this villages is locted near the
foothills of the western ghats and that area is pointed out by the name Bhagavanparai of
Semmaram alias Kulasekarapuram in Anmamadu. Hence the name of the deity as no-
ticed in the early inscription is Udaiyar Thirubhagavanparai Aludaiyanayanar Sixteenth
Century onwards the deity of this temple is popularty known by the name Nachadai thavittha
Nayanar . This temple seems to have been constructed during the Early Pandya Period,and
had undergone renovation during the thirteenth century. As noticed in the inscriptions
Srivallaba Pandya had institued a special puja by name Akavaraman Sandhi and for the
expenses of this special puja, he had endowed certain lands also to the temple. Parakrama
Pandya had made certain fand endowments to this temple to meet out expenses of a
certain morning puja (kalai sandhi) instituted by him. Urudaiya Mudhali alias
Veerapandiyathevar was appointed as Madapatthiyakanakkar (Accountant) around (1554-
A.D.) He was brought to this temple from Alavayudaiyar temple at Madurai.
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